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The Arunachal Times greets
its esteemed readers and
advertisers on the occasion
of State-hood Day today.
As the offices and press of this
daily will remain closed today,
there will be
no issue
on 21 February.
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EDUCATION
COMPUTER  COURSE  40%  OFF
Computer Basic (2-months),
Computer: DCA (6-months),
ADCA (1-year), AUTOCAD-2D
& 3D civil (by guest faculty of
NERIST), at National Computer
(Itanagar). Ph: 8729988687,
7005424267.

JOB
WANTED

Marketing Sales Manager
wanted White Mountain Aqua
LLP. Salary: 25K-40K + incen-
tives. Own 4-wheeler car re-
quired. Drive sales & order.
Experience essential. Apply:
ar j t se13449@gmai l . com
Contact: 8414994415.

WE ARE HIRING
Graphic designer. Require-
ments: Corel Draw, Adobe
Suite, After Effects, etc.
Salary: 20,000- 30,000.
WhatsApp: 8119091830.

REQUIRED
Require Home Tutor for Class
XII student. Subject: History,
Pol. Science and English. Sal-
ary: negotiable. Candidate
fluent in English and Hindi may
contact on 9436228284.

REQUIRED
Engineer (Diploma) Non-APST.
Salary: Rs. 20000/- per month.
Interested candidates contact:
9436010505.

HOUSE HELP REQUIRED (FEMALE)
Reliable female house help
needed. Salary: Rs. 8,000/
month. Accommodation: Pro-
vided. Contact: +91 70052
42570.

LOST & FOUND
LOST

I, Beeboy Hiffo have lost my
1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th & 7th se-
mester marksheet bearing Roll
no.1511084, Regd.No.E(C)/
002335/2015-26 issued by
Assam Down University.
Finder may contact: 81198-
60965.

MISCELLANEOUS
TO LET

Fully furnished Unisex Salon
for rent in Bomdila. Prime
opportunity. Ready to run fully
equipped Unisex Salon avail-
able for rent in heart of
Bomdila. Beauticians /hair-
dresser. Interested may
contact: 8414994415 /97746-
51176.

JOIN
Join our creative & wellness
team. We are hiring experi-
enced Yoga, Zumba & Dance
Instructors and Music Teach-
ers (Guitar, Piano & other
instruments), with an interest
in teaching. Call/WhatsApp:
8415807443. Location: Ita-
nagar.

SALE
URGENT LAND FOR SALE

7000+ sq. mtr area available
above Anya colony, Nirjuli with
expected one more road ap-
proach from Kankarnalla,
Naharlagun. Mixed terrain, suit-
able for long-term residential
investment. No plot system
deal. Direct owner sale - save
broker charges. Rs. 500/sq.m
(negotiable). 8798053612.

Thought of the day

The Arunachal Times
Resolving the conflict

The boundary conflict in the region has been
severe, with several states embroiled in it. Assam,
which shares its boundary with many northeast-
ern states, has been at loggerheads with them,
and there have been violent clashes resulting in
human casualties.

However, with the intervention of the court, some
of the issues have made steady progress. During
the recent legislative session of the Assam as-
sembly, members were informed that talks are
being held at the highest level with Meghalaya,
Arunachal Pradesh, and Mizoram, while the mat-
ter concerning Nagaland is before the Supreme
Court.

Twelve points of difference were identified with
Meghalaya, and regional committees were formed
on both sides to resolve them. This was followed
by an agreement in March 2022 to resolve dis-
putes in six of these areas, while efforts are ongo-
ing to settle the remaining issues.

Assam and Arunachal have constituted 12 re-
gional committees and have agreed to conduct a
joint survey of the interstate boundary to resolve
their border disputes. The Survey of India has
started the survey in the 38.93 km stretch falling
under Pakke-Kessang district of Arunachal and
Biswanath district of Assam, which will be followed
by the erection of boundary posts. Matters be-
tween Assam and Nagaland, and Assam and
Mizoram, are currently before the court.

Progress in resolving the boundary issues
among the northeastern states should finally bring
peace and tranquility to the border areas, which
have not always been peaceful, with confrontations
not uncommon. Peace in these regions is vital for
the people living along the borders, and they must
remain stakeholders in achieving a peaceful and
final settlement.

“Don’t settle for average. Bring your best to the moment.
Then, whether it fails or succeeds, at least you know you
gave all you had.”

~ Angela Bassett ~

Police bust interstate...
(From P-3) Notices under Section 35(3) BNSS were served to three additional persons

connected to the case. The rescued children were produced before the CWC and placed
in recognised shelter homes for safe custody and rehabilitation.

Investigators have uncovered what they describe as an organised and systematic
pattern of interstate trafficking. According to police findings, minor children were alleg-
edly sold through informal cash transactions without any legal adoption procedures.
Many were deprived of education, identity documents and basic rights, and were made
to work as domestic help under exploitative conditions.

The probe has also revealed that multiple children from the same family were traf-
ficked into different households over time. In one instance, a five-year-old child was
reportedly sold for Rs 12,000. Shockingly, some biological parents are among those
arrested for allegedly selling their own children.

Equally alarming is the fact that two minor children linked to the trafficking chain
remain missing. A 14-year-old boy reportedly went missing in 2021 and is still untrace-
able. Police teams are continuing efforts to locate the missing children and determine the
full extent of the network.

Officials described the case as a grave violation of child rights and warned that
domestic child labour and informal 'adoption' arrangements often conceal trafficking and
abuse. The investigation remains ongoing, with authorities working to identify addition-
al victims, track financial transactions and initiate further legal action.

According to police sources, ABC, aged 37 years, was arrested on 11/02/2026 and is
currently under judicial custody. She is accused of selling her 7-year-old daughter, iden-
tified as Miss A, to another accused in May 2025.

Chide Doke, aged 29 years, daughter of Gechi Doke and a resident of F Sector, Itana-
gar, Papum Pare district, with permanent address at village Namey, PO/PS Nari Koyu,
Lower Siang district, was arrested on 07/02/2026. She is presently under judicial custody.
Police allege that she purchased the minor girl from Mrs ABC and subjected her to
inhuman physical torture and forced child labour.

XYZ, aged 39 years, was arrested on 11/02/2026 and remains in judicial custody.
During investigation, she allegedly admitted to having sold four minor children born
from her previous (deceased) husband to different individuals. She also reportedly as-
sisted Mrs ABC in selling Miss A to Mrs Chide Doke.

Yanga Gongo Nalo, aged 45 years, wife of Marba Nalo and a resident of Nalo Naam
near the Itanagar gonpa, Papum Pare district, with permanent address at Tapi village,
Upper Subansiri district, was arrested on 11/02/2026. She was later released on bail by the
court of the JMFC Yupia. She is accused of purchasing two minors, Miss B (11 years) and
MasterD (14 years), from Mrs XYZ. She reportedly stated that Master D went missing in
2021.

Marba Nalo, aged 54 years, son of Momar Nalo and a resident of Nalo Naam near the
Itanagar gonpa, Papum Pare district, with permanent address at Tapi village, Upper Sub-
ansiri district, was arrested on 17/02/2026. He was released on bail on the strength of
anticipatory bail granted by the Gauhati High Court, Itanagar Permanent Bench, vide
order dated 13/02/2026.

Jumpi Boje Tsering, aged 40 years, wife of Sange Tsering Sherpa and a resident of
Forest Colony, Aalo, West Siang district, with permanent address at Boje Lite village,
Darak circle, PO/PS Aalo, West Siang district, was arrested on 13/02/2026 and is currently
under judicial custody. She is accused of purchasing a 5-year-old minor girl, identified as
Miss C, from Mrs XYZ for Rs 12,000.

In addition to the arrests, notices have been served to three individuals for their
alleged involvement or knowledge related to trafficking and missing children.

Taba Titu Nabam, aged 42 years, a resident of CSector, near Ashoka Hotel, Itanagar,
Papum Pare district, has been served notice. It is alleged that Mrs XYZ sold her daughter,
Miss E (approximately 10 years old) to her in February 2017. She reportedly claimed that
the child went missing after a few months.

Nabam Kokum Hina, aged 42 years, a resident of C Sector, near Ashoka Hotel, Itana-
gar, Papum Pare district, has also been served notice in connection with the case.

Pinto Nalo, son of Marpen Nalo and a constable (APP) from village Tapi, PO/PS
Dumporijo, Upper Subansiri district, has likewise been served notice. He had submitted
a missing report of Master D, aged 14 years, at the Daporijo police station vide GDE No
07 dated 15/12/2021. The boy remains untraceable to date.

Uphold peace, deepen ...
(From P-3) enhancing the quality of life of the state's people.
"These achievements belong to every citizen whose hard work, faith, and persever-

ance have shaped our growth. As we honour our past, we must also look ahead with
confidence, towards a future filled with opportunity, innovation, and inclusive develop-
ment," he said.

"As custodians of this pristine and beautiful land, let us renew our pledge to protect
our environment, uphold peace, and deepen the bonds of brotherhood among all com-
munities," he appealed.

"Let us empower our youths, encourage self-reliance, and embrace sustainable de-
velopment, so that progress remains balanced and enduring," he added.

Parnaik appealed to the people to move forward together with unity, purpose, and
optimism, to build a stronger Arunachal and contribute proudly to a prosperous and
developed India. (PTI)

Guv hands over...
(From P-3) Oju Mission chairperson Ratan Anya attended the occasion along with

her dedicated team of teachers and social workers and children in need.
Expressing gratitude, she thanked the governor for his compassionate gesture, not-

ing that it would greatly benefit all the special children of the mission.(Lok Bhavan)

Officials represent state...
(From P-3) The representatives attended plenary sessions,featuring inaugural ad-

dresses by union Electronics & IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, industry leaders includ-
ing N Chandrasekaran (Tata Group), Dario Amodei (Anthropic), Sundar Pichai (Google),
and António Guterres (UN secretary-general).

It featured a keynote address by French President Emmanuel Macron, and the prime
minister's address. Subsequent keynote addresses and conversations involved Mukesh
Ambani (Reliance), Bill Gates (Gates Foundation), Sam Altman (OpenAI), Demis Hassabis
(Google DeepMind), and international panels with ministers from Togo, Indonesia, Egypt,
Costa Rica, UAE, and others on AI governance and digital transformation.

The prime minister also led a delegation tour of pavilions showcasing AI solutions at
the Bharat pavilion with zones on AI infrastructure, foundational models, livestock &
dairy, bridgital loom, and Gyan Bharatam, followed by those from Estonia, Netherlands,
Switzerland, Africa AI Village, and France.

Insights from these sessions on AI applications in agriculture, education, infrastruc-
ture, and governance offered Arunachal valuable opportunities to advance e-gover-
nance, skill development, and sustainable initiatives, bridging digital divides in remote
and hilly areas.

Nlg police reject...
(From P-3) concerned is not a healthy trend. The APSHRC should have waited for the

final report before going to the media. Their one single statement has damaged the hard-
earned reputation of the police force," the Naharlagun police stated.

Further, the police said they are extending full cooperation to the APSHRC. The
Naharlagun police said also that they are making every possible effort to develop a
friendly relationship with people to improve policing. "We are making all our efforts to
improve police-public relations, so that harmony in the society is maintained. We try to
ensure strict discipline among police forces, and therefore, this fake allegation of police
brutality has come as a big shock," the Naharlagun police added.

EC asks states, UTs...
(From P-3) Telangana and Uttarakhand, the poll authority said pan-India SIR of vot-

ers' list was ordered in June last year.
In Bihar, the SIR exercise was completed and is ongoing in nine states and three UTs.
In Assam, a 'special revision', instead of SIR, was completed on 10 February. (PTI)

YAZALI, 19 Feb: Trade & Commerce Deputy Director Toko
Togur inaugurated a spices processing centre at Tagar
Complex here in Keyi Panyor district on Thursday.

Blessing the processing centre, Bishop Benny
Varghese Edathattel from the Itanagar diocese said that
the facility would ensure fair value for farmers' produces,
prevent exploitation, "and bring justice to their hard work
through value addition."

He expressed hope that the centre would inspire more
farmers to enhance production, and gave assurance that
the Catholic church would always extend cooperation to
the department in such developmental initiatives.

Togur in his address termed the occasion a "historic
day" for Keyi Panyor district. He said that the centre would
benefit not only local spice growers but also farmers from
neighbouring districts such as Kra Daadi, Lower Subansiri
and Kamle.

Highlighting the department's initiatives under ease of
doing business (EODB), he informed that the trade & com-
merce department is delivering trading licences in a hassle-
free manner through the EODB portal and is currently among
the top-performing departments in service delivery.

He further informed that the state government is ag-
gressively promoting local entrepreneurship, and that vari-
ous loan schemes are available to support both produc-
tion and promotion of local products.

He announced that the department is soon establish-
ing an export facilitation centre at its headquarters in
Chimpu, Itanagar, "which will enable local exporters to
handle export-import-related matters within the state in-
stead of travelling to cities like Guwahati, Kolkata or Delhi."

Togur also urged the district's farmers to showcase the
agri-horti produces of Keyi Panyor district at the upcom-
ing India International Trade Fair in New Delhi. He added
that the department, in collaborates with the Indian Insti-
tute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), Kolkata, would provide
handholding training in import and export to prospective
exporters of the state from time to time. He assured to send
local farmers for training at the IIFT, Kolkata.

Tatung Tama, a successful entrepreneur and propri-
etor of Tam's Organic Pvt Ltd, encouraged farmers to fo-
cus on indigenous spices. She emphasised that there is
high demand for Arunachal Pradesh' products both na-
tionally and internationally, as the state's agri-horti pro-
duces are naturally grown through traditional practices
and is by default organic. She cautioned farmers against
using chemical fertilisers for higher yields and urged them
to continue traditional cultivation methods using organic
manure, cow urine, and dung. She also appealed to the
public to support the 'Vocal for Local' initiative by con-
suming locally grown, healthy food products.

Spices Board of India's Itanagar Divisional Office De-
velopment Executive Toko Bath, and Mudang Mamung,
proprietor of Mamon Brews, also spoke on the occasion
and shared valuable insights on processing, branding and
marketing opportunities.

Keyi Panyor district is rich in spices such as ginger,
large cardamom and turmeric, along with other agri-horti
produces. However, in the absence of processing facili-
ties, farmers often had to sell their produces to agents at
low prices. The newly inaugurated spices processing cen-
tre, with a capacity of 1,000 kg per day, is expected to
significantly enhance value addition, ensure better price
realisation and bring renewed hope to farmers of Keyi
Panyor and neighbouring districts.

District Trade Development Officer Tai Arun, entrepre-
neurs, farmers, PRI members, church leaders and officials
also attended the inauguration function. (DIPRO)

NAMSAI, 19 Feb: Union
MoS for Tourism Suresh
Gopi said that the Centre
has "significantly
prioritised 'nari shakti'
(women's empowerment) by
placing a strong focus on
women's health, specifically
targeting cervical cancer
prevention and comprehen-
sive screening."

Gopi said this while
chairing a comprehensive
review meeting on the
Aspirational District
Programme at the DC's con-
ference hall here on Thurs-
day.

The meeting was at-
tended by Deputy Commis-
sioner (i/c) K Tikhak, the SP,
and HoDs.

Gopi advised the health
department to maintain a
logbook of patients suffer-
ing from cervical and mam-
mary gland cancers for ef-
fective monitoring and in-
tervention.

On being apprised of the
proposed medical college in
the district, the MoS sug-
gested that the college be
established at the periphery
of the district, "so as to en-
sure quicker access by resi-
dents of other districts and
defence personnel sta-
tioned in border areas."

Reviewing the educa-
tion sector and noting the
low learning outcome of
Namsai district, he recom-
mended assessment and
training of teachers. He
emphasised that teachers
should be provided with
appropriate training and ca-
pacity-building support, so
that they may effectively

DAPORIJO, 19 Feb: The
Upper Subansiri Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (KVK)
finalised its action plan for
2026-27 during its 14th Sci-
entific Advisory Committee
(SAC) meeting held at the
circuit house here on Thurs-
day.

Deputy Commissioner
Taso Gambo, speaking on
the occasion, urged all agri-
culture and allied depart-
ments to collaborate for the
betterment of the farming
community. Gambo also as-
sured to provide necessary
support from the district ad-
ministration.

Senior scientist from
Basar (Leparada)-based
ICARAP Centre, Dr Sanjay Kr
Pandey, offered valuable sug-
gestions for the improvement
of the farming community.

KVK Head Dr Nyape
Bam presented a brief on the
aims and objectives of the
meeting, which was pre-
sided over by District Agri-
culture Officer Singdhe
Hangu.

DHO Dr Molar Bui, DVO
Dr Gyamro Garam, DFDO
Takar Dulom, Daporijo SBI
Chief Manager Rakesh
Deori, and progressive farm-
ers and farmwomen also
shared their suggestions for
the betterment of the KVK's
performance.

cipal Dr MQ Khan highlighted
the importance of anthropol-
ogy in understanding diverse
communities and their rich
cultural heritage. He said that
Arunachal Pradesh, located in
the Himalaya region, is "like a
living laboratory for anthro-
pologists to study tribal cul-
tures, traditions, languages,
beliefs, and food practices."
He also encouraged more re-
search to document and pre-
serve tribal cultures and en-
dangered languages.

The invited speaker,
Mizoram University Dean
Prof Vishwambar Prasad Sati
explained why the Himalaya
is important. He shared his
research work from

Spices processing centre inaugurated

Centre prioritising women's
empowerment: MoS

contribute to nurture future
leaders of the nation.

Regarding digital educa-
tion infrastructure, he was
informed that 38 digi-
boards have been installed
atsecondary and higher
secondary schools under
Phase-I with support from
Oil India Limited, and that
upper primary schools will
be covered in the next
phase.

In the agriculture sector,
the MoS advised the pro-
motion of millet cultivation
as a nutritious alternative
crop. He emphasised that all
eligible beneficiaries under
agriculture-based schemes
should be covered and no
one should be left out.

As the tourism minister,
he informed that the Centre
is implementing a 'Tourism
Boost Vision-2029' to de-
velop 50 top tourist desti-
nations as world-class, in-
tegrated, and sustainable
hubs by 2029, as an-
nounced in the Union Bud-
get 2025-26. He encouraged
the district administration to
apply under the scheme
once the detailed guidelines
are issued shortly.

DPO Dr Kesab Sarmah
delivered a detailed presen-
tation on the Aspirational
District Programme, the sig-
nificant improvement of
Namsai's ranking to the
13th position, and key
implementation challenges.

After the meeting, the
MoS visited the district
hospital here and reviewed
the healthcare facilities and
services being provided to
the public. (DIPRO)

U/Subansiri, Anjaw KVK SAC meetings held
The action plan was

finalised with a few modifi-
cations after thorough ex-
amination during the meet-
ing.

The Anjaw KVK also
organised its SAC meeting
at the ADC office in
Hayuliang on Thursday.

KVK Head Dr Debasis
Sasmal presented the an-
nual progress report for
2025, highlighting various
activities and achievements
of the KVK over the past
year.

The annual action plan
for 2026-27 was presented
by agronomy expert K
Naveen, horticulture scien-
tist Satveer Yadav, home
science expert Pooja
Singnale, agricultural eco-
nomics expert Dr S Peter,
and land & water manage-
ment expert Ugarsain. It was
thoroughly reviewed, and
recommendations were pro-
vided (on online mode) by
ICAR AP Centre Head Dr
Doni Jini, Hayuliang ADC
Julity Mihu, and other re-
source persons for modifi-
cations.

Government officials,
including District Horticul-
ture Officer TT Hai,
NABARD consultant Michi
Bida Buda, progressive
farmers and KVK staff par-
ticipated in the meeting.

Uttarakhand and spoke
about the unique geogra-
phy, mountain and river sys-
tems, biodiversity, and cul-
tural and spiritual impor-
tance of the region. He also
discussed tourism, includ-
ing landscapes, forests, cli-
mate, pilgrimage, food, arts,
and festivals, along with
tourist data.

Prof Sati also explained
the geopolitical importance
of the Himalayas, which acts
as a natural barrier between
India, China, and Pakistan. In
conclusion, he noted that the
rich biodiversity and climate
of the Himalayassupport the
livelihood of nearly 60 lakh
people.

ITANAGAR, 19 Feb: An
online lecture themed 'The
Himalaya matters' was held
at Dera Natung Government
College (DNGC) here on
Thursday on the occasion
of the World Anthropology
Day.

The lecture was jointly
organised by the DNGC's
anthropology department
and Kolkata (WB)-based
Mrinalini Datta
Mahavidyapith. Around
120 participants from both
institutions attended the
lecture.The session was
chaired by DNGC Anthro-
pology Assistant Professor
T Miti Boko.

In his speech, DNGC Prin-

Online lecture on 'Himalaya matters'
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News News News News News ImpactImpactImpactImpactImpact EC asks states, UTs to prepare for next phase of SIRPolice bust interstate child
trafficking racket, arrest six

ITANAGAR, 19 Feb: A ma-
jor interstate child traffick-
ing racket operating be-
tween Arunachal Pradesh
and Assam has been bust-
ed by the Itanagar police,
leading to the rescue of three
minor girls and the arrest of
six accused persons.

The investigation began
in the early hours of 7 Feb-
ruary, 2026, when a seven-
year-old girl was found
wandering alone in a criti-
cally injured condition at F
Sector, Itanagar. A local res-
ident alerted authorities,
and the child was immedi-
ately taken to the women
police station (WPS), Itan-
agar, before being rushed to
RK Mission Hospital for
medical examination.

Shots fired targeting editor
of Manipur newspaper

IMPHAL, 19 Feb: Gun-
shots were allegedly fired
targeting the editor of a
local newspaper in Ma-
nipur's Imphal East dis-
trict, police said on Thurs-
day.

Armed men intercept-
ed Khoirom Loyalakpa's
car near the Hatta ceme-
tery at around 10 pm on
Wednesday, they said.

Two rounds were fired
at his vehicle, which shat-
tered the rear glass. Fol-
lowing this, the attackers
physically assaulted him,
they added.

Loyalakpa was taken
to a hospital with a bloody
nose and discharged af-
ter primary treatment, po-
lice said.

A case has been reg-
istered, and an investiga-
tion is underway to ascer-
tain the exact cause of the
attack, they said.

No arres ts  have
been made so far, police
said. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, 19 Feb: The
Election Commission on
Thursday asked 22 states
and union territories to com-
plete preparatory work relat-
ed to the special intensive

ITANAGAR, 19 Feb: Gov-
ernor KT Parnaik on Thurs-
day greeted the people
ahead of the Statehood Day,
appealing to them to protect
the environment, uphold
peace, and deepen the bonds
among all communities.

Arunachal became a
state on 20 February, 1987.

Parnaik said the occa-
sion reminds the people of
how far they have come,
from the struggles and sac-
rifices of their ancestors to

Officials represent state
at India AI Impact Summit
NEW DELHI, 19 Feb: Arunachal Pradesh Rural Devel-
opment & Panchayati Raj Secretary Dr Sonal Swaroop
and Information Technology & Communication Direc-
tor Neelam Yapin Tanarepresented the Government of
Arunachal at the inaugural ceremony of the India AI

revision (SIR) at the earliest
as the exercise is "expected
to start from April."

Once the exercise is
completed, all states and
UTs will be covered.

In a letter to the chief elec-
toral officers of Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar
Haveli, Daman & Diu, Hary-
ana, Himachal Pradesh, Jam-

mu and Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Ladakh, Maha-
rashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Delhi,
Odisha, Punjab, Sikkim,
Tripura, (Contd. on P-2)

Nlg police reject physical
assault allegation

NAHARLAGUN, 19 Feb:
The Naharlagun police
have rejected the allega-
tion of physical assault on
one Bijay Sonar.

The Arunachal
Pradesh State Human
Rights Commission
(APSHRC) had recently
directed its investigation
wing to thoroughly inves-
tigate a case of alleged
police brutality that re-
portedly occurred at the
Naharlagun police station,
involving Sonar.

In a statement, the
Naharlagun police said
that theallegation is defa-
matory in nature and is
only hurting the morale of
the police force.

"There is no iota of
truth in the allegation. This
kind of making wild allega-
tions without trying to
cross-check with the au-
thorities (Contd. on P-2)

During counselling at
'Ane's Home' - the one-stop
support centre set up with-
in the WPS premises for
women and child victims -
the child disclosed repeat-
ed physical assault and
abuse, triggering a wider
investigation.

The Child Welfare Com-
mittee (CWC) of the capital
region was informed and the
chairperson and a counsel-
lor reached the police sta-
tion, and the child was pro-
vided psychological sup-
port and care.

Police said the girl had
been brought from Assam
and forced to work as a do-
mestic help in Itanagar,
where she was allegedly
subjected to sustained cru-

elty. Unable to endure the
abuse, she escaped during
the night of 6 February.

Following a written com-
plaint from the CWC chair-
person, Itanagar WPS Case
No 09/2026 was registered
under multiple provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta, 2023, along with relevant
sections of the Child Labour
(Prohibition & Regulation)
Act, 1986, and the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) Act, 2015.

Subsequent raids and
coordinated operations led
to the rescue of three minor
girls from different locations
and the arrest of six individ-
uals accused of trafficking,
purchasing and exploiting
children. (Contd. on P-2)

Impact Summit-2026 at Bharat Mandapam here on
Thursday.

The summit was inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and is witnessing the participation of
118 countries, including heads of states, global AI lead-
ers, and more than 500 industry experts.

The event, themed 'Sarvajan hitaya, sarvajan
sukhaya' (Welfare for all, happiness of all), underscores
India's vision to lead the global AI revolution by fos-
tering inclusive growth, ethical innovation, and respon-
sible AI deployment.

The prime minister outlined the MANAV vision for
AI, emphasising on moral and ethical systems, account-
able governance, national sovereignty, accessible and
inclusive frameworks, and valid and legitimate prac-
tices. (Cotnd. on P-2)

Uphold peace, deepen bonds among communities: Governor
Arunachal's Statehood Day

the promise and possibili-
ties of today.

"Their courage, unity,
and determination laid the
foundation for the
Arunachal Pradesh we
proudly call home," he said.

Parnaik said the
government's vision of a
developed Arunachal is
rooted in the wellbeing of
the people and the steady
improvement of their qual-
ity of life.

"It is a vision that places

citizens at the centre of de-
velopment, where access to
quality education,
healthcare, housing, con-
nectivity, and basic civic
services raises living stan-
dards across urban and ru-
ral areas alike," he said.

The governor said that
over the years, the state has
made meaningful progress
across sectors, improving
human development,
strengthening livelihoods,
and (Contd. on P-5)

Guv hands over books to Oju Mission
ITANAGAR, 19 Feb: Gov-
ernor KT Parnaik handed
over a collection of library
books to the children of Oju
Mission at the Lok Bhavan
here on Thursday.

As part of his philan-
thropic initiative, the gover-
nor donated more than 150
books aimed at nurturing cu-
riosity, values, and imagina-
tion among young readers.

The collection includes
Amar Chitra Katha comics,
books on inspiring person-
alities and Indian freedom
fighters, illustrated editions

of the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, Panchatantra
tales, titles on inventions
and discoveries, and sto-
ries of Param Vir Chakra
awardees.

Interacting with the chil-
dren, the governor encour-
aged them to cultivate a
regular reading habit,
emphasising that books are
lifelong companions that
expand knowledge,
strengthen character, and
open doors to new oppor-
tunities. He expressed hope
that access to good reading

material would inspire the
children to dream big, learn
continuously, and grow into
responsible citizens who
contribute positively to so-
ciety. (Contd. on P-2)
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Shina Nyamtey

In a democratic society
rooted in pluralism, cul
tural festivals are not

merely ceremonial obser-
vances; they function as in-
struments of identity affir-
mation, social cohesion and
participatory belonging.
Nowhere is this more evi-
dent than in Arunachal
Pradesh - a state interna-
tionally recognised for its
extraordinary indigenous
diversity, where traditions
form the foundation of col-
lective existence.

For the Ollo community
of Lazu circle in Tirap dis-
trict, Worang Juku is far
more than a seasonal cel-
ebration. It embodies
civilisational, ancestral
memory and the reaffirma-
tion of communal solidarity.
The festival serves as a cul-
tural institution through
which values, oral histories
and indigenous knowledge
systems are transmitted
across generations,
strengthening both identity
and social harmony.

Importantly, Worang
Juku finds formal acknowl-
edgment, officially en-
shrined in the state gazet-
ted calendar of the Govern-
ment of Arunachal Pradesh,
reflecting institutional rec-
ognition of its cultural sig-
nificance within the state's
governance framework.

Yet, often the obser-
vance has been marked by
an unexpected and deeply
felt silence. Despite its offi-
cial status, no public greet-
ings or messages of ac-
knowledgment were issued
by the chief minister, the
deputy chief minister, mem-
bers of the council of minis-

The imperative of equitable cultural recognition
 LOCAL/ NATIONAL LOCAL/ NATIONAL LOCAL/ NATIONAL LOCAL/ NATIONAL LOCAL/ NATIONAL

ters, or the member of Par-
liament representing
Arunachal East.

For many within the Ollo
community, this absence
transcends administrative
oversight; it raises broader
concerns regarding cultural
visibility, equitable repre-
sentation, and inclusivity of
public discourse.

In multicultural societ-
ies, symbolic gestures from
elected leadership carry
substantive political mean-
ing. Greetings extended dur-
ing indigenous festivals are
not mere formalities; they
represent the state's moral
acknowledgment of its di-
verse constituents.

Over the years, it has
become an established
governance practice in
Arunachal for state leaders
to extend public greetings
during major tribal festivals
such as Solung, Nyokum,
Losar, Dree, Si-Donyi, and
Reh. These acknowledg-
ments reinforce the prin-
ciple that every tribe, irre-
spective of demographic
size or political influence,
forms an equal stakeholder
in the state's identity.

For smaller and minority
communities like the Ollos,
such recognition functions
as democratic reassurance.
It signals that cultural pres-
ervation is a shared respon-
sibility between communi-
ties and institutions of gov-
ernance, not an isolated
struggle.

When acknowledgment
is absent, particularly for a
festival officially recognised
by the state, it unintention-
ally generates perceptions
of exclusion. In democratic
politics, perception often
shapes public trust as
strongly as policy out-

comes.
Across India's North-

east, cultural diplomacy has
historically played a
stabilising role in gover-
nance. Symbolic engage-
ment with indigenous tradi-
tions has strengthened
state-society relations,
bridged administrative dis-
tances, and fostered emo-
tional legitimacy for public
institutions.

In geographically re-
mote and culturally diverse
regions like Arunachal,
symbolic communication
assumes heightened impor-
tance. A message of greet-
ing may appear administra-
tively insignificant, yet so-
cially it conveys recogni-
tion, politically it communi-
cates respect, and institu-
tionally it affirms represen-
tation.

The absence of such
engagement resonates be-
yond ceremonial expecta-
tions. It intersects with
broader anxieties faced by
minority communities striv-
ing to preserve language,
customs and cultural heri-
tage amid rapid socioeco-
nomic transformation and
modernisation pressures.

Inclusive governance
requires cultural sensitivity.
The strength of Arunachal
lies in its ethos of 'unity in
diversity'. However, unity
must be actively practiced
through equitable acknowl-
edgment and inclusive rep-
resentation. Governance
cannot be confined solely
to infrastructure develop-
ment or administrative de-
livery; it must also nurture
emotional connectivity with
all communities.

Young members of
smaller indigenous groups
closely observe how their

traditions are recognised
within public institutions.
Leadership acknowledg-
ment cultivates pride,
strengthens civic engage-
ment, and encourages cul-
tural continuity. Silence,
even when unintended,
risks fostering alienation
and weakening the psycho-
logical bond between citi-
zens and governance struc-
tures.

Cultural acknowledg-
ment requires neither bud-
getary allocation nor policy
restructuring - only aware-
ness, responsiveness, and
sensitivity within leadership
communication.

The Ollo community
does not seek preferential
treatment; it seeks parity of
recognition within the
shared cultural mosaic of
Arunachal. Worang Juku
represents centuries of
lived heritage and collective
resilience. Its acknowledg-
ment strengthens not only
one community but the
broader democratic vision
of an inclusive and cultur-
ally confident state.

As Arunachal advances
towards modernisation and
development, cultural dig-
nity must remain central to
governance philosophy. Si-
lence, at times, speaks
louder than words. Yet dur-
ing moments of cultural cel-
ebration, words of acknowl-
edgment carry the power to
unite citizens, reinforce trust
and strengthen democratic
belonging.

Worang Juku is not
merely the heritage of the
Ollos; it is a microcosm of
Arunachal's plural soul. It
demands unequivocal re-
spect and visibility. (The
contributor is convener, All
Ollo Students' Union)

SHILLONG, 19 Feb: Me-
ghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma on
Thursday told the assembly
that the government will re-
visit and amend the Megha-
laya Residents Safety and
Security Act (MRSSA),
2016, to address concerns
over illegal immigration and
ensure that the law with-
stands judicial scrutiny.

Replying to a resolution
moved by Leader of Oppo-
sition and TMC leader
Mukul Sangma, the chief
minister said the state
would reexamine the Act
and bring in amendments
that can withstand scrutiny
by the judiciary as well as
the Centre and Parliament.

The resolution urged
the government to complete
the establishment of facili-
tation centres at identified
entry and exit points with
proper guidelines, and to
implement regulatory mea-

Meghalaya govt to amend law to address illegal immigration
sures in line with the man-
date of MRSSA, 2016.

"I assure the House that
we will reexamine the entire
aspect and see how we could
bring amendments in the
MRSSA which would with-
stand the scrutiny of the ju-
diciary as well as of the gov-
ernment of India and the Par-
liament," the CM said.

Conrad Sangma in-
formed the House that the
ministry of home affairs
(MHA) had directed the
state to review the provi-
sions of the Act.

"The MHA has asked us
to relook into the aspects of
MRSSA. We are working
with the law department, the
advocate general and the
home department to navigate
through the complex web of
laws and rules," he said.

The chief minister add-
ed that the government is
also exploring ways to vali-
date entry-exit points

through the proposed Immi-
gration and Foreigners Act,
2025, incorporating restrict-
ed-area provisions.

Welcoming sugges-
tions from members, he said
the government is open to
consultations with political
parties and stakeholders to
strengthen the legislation.

Highlighting the broad-
er issue, Sangma stressed
the need for long-term so-
cioeconomic solutions to
address illegal immigration,
noting that economic op-
portunities often act as a key
driver.

"They are coming here
because of economics; they
are getting jobs," he said.

Earlier in his reply, the
chief minister outlined chal-
lenges faced by the state in
implementing MRSSA, cit-
ing a high court decision
that stayed the operation of
the Act due to lack of spe-
cific parameters governing

entry and exit regulation.
"The intent behind

MRSSA, 2016 was positive
and correct, but we are con-
fined and work under con-
straints of multiple acts,
laws and provisions made
by Parliament and the Con-
stitution," he said, adding
that the court had observed
certain provisions to be
"omnibus in nature."

The high court had
stayed the operation of
MRSSA in December 2021
and later disposed of a re-
lated PIL in May 2022 after
treating the issue as a health
concern linked to Covid-19
screening, he said.

Expressing satisfaction
with the government's re-
sponse, Mukul Sangma
withdrew his resolution and
thanked the chief minister
for the assurance, saying
the discussion reflected a
collective resolve to ad-
dress the issue. (PTI)

Delhi among 17 states, UTs without e-waste recycling facility: CPCB to NGT
NEW DELHI, 19 Feb: The
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) has informed
the National Green Tribunal
that 17 states and union ter-
ritories, including Delhi, do
not have electronic or e-
waste recycling facilities.
The national capital also
does not maintain records
on the interstate transpor-
tation of e-waste

However, the CPCB not-
ed that the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
is among the seven state
pollution bodies that have
completed e-waste inven-
torisation covering all 106
categories of electrical and
electronic equipment (EEE)
under the E-Waste (Man-
agement) Rules, 2022.

A bench of NGT Chair-

person Justice Prakash
Shrivastava and expert
member A Senthil Vel was
hearing the matter regarding
e-waste management across
states and UTs. The tribu-
nal had earlier sought an
action-taken report from the
CPCB.

In its order dated 12
February, the bench noted
that the CPCB had received
responses from all states
and union territories, except
Bihar, Jharkhand and Uttar-
akhand. It noted that 17
states/UTs, including Delhi,
lacked e-waste recycling fa-
cilities.

According to the report,
Delhi primarily disposes of
its e-waste through memo-
randums of understanding
(MoUs) or agreements be-

tween bulk waste genera-
tors and registered recyclers
located outside the city,
with most of such recyclers
located in the national cap-
ital region (NCR).

The tribunal said that,
according to the report, 21
states/UTs, including Delhi,
did not maintain records on
the interstate transporta-
tion of e-waste.

"Seven state pollution
control boards (SPCBs)/
Pollution Control Commit-
tees (PCCs) have complet-
ed e-waste inventorisation,
covering all 106 categories
of electrical and electronic
equipment (EEE) under the
E-Waste (Management)
Rules of 2022, and submit-
ted it thereof to CPCB.
These are Assam, Delhi,

Manipur, Mizoram, Megha-
laya, Nagaland and Tripu-
ra," it said.

Maintaining an invento-
ry of the EEE waste catego-
ries is critical for estimating
the waste generated by
each state/UT.

The tribunal noted the
submissions of the CPCB's
counsel that draft guide-
lines for nationwide e-waste
inventorisation had been
prepared and shared with all
states/UTs and that the fi-
nal guidelines will be issued
after receiving the pending
responses.

"In view of this, the
CPCB is directed to file a fur-
ther status report at least one
week before the next date of
hearing (on 21 May)," the
tribunal said. (PTI)
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AR conducts medical camp

URGENT REQUIREMENT
In a Reputed Residential

School in Itanagar
POST

1. Cook - 4 Posts
2. Cook Helper - 4 Posts
3. Handyman - 4 Posts
4. Ayah - 4 Posts
5. Caretaker - 5 Posts
6. Sweeper - 4 Posts
Salary- Handsome salary

will be given.
Contact: 9862091211
LAST DATE- 25/02/2026

CORRECTION
I, Ms. Anita Ango alies
Topi Ango alies Anita Loyi
W/o Shri Kige Loyi do
hereby correct my name  to
‘Topi Ango Loyi’  vide an
affidavit made before the
Notary  Public, Aalo , West
Siang District,  A.P, vide Sl.
No. 396, dtd: 10.02.2026.

Henceforth, my correct
name shall be known as
Smti. Topi Ango Loyi for
all purposes.

CHANGE OF SURNAME
I, Sri Gekir Eshi, S/o Shri
Marge Ori do hereby
change my surname from
‘Eshi’  to ‘Ori’  vide an
affidavit made before the
Notary Public,  Aalo, West
Siang   District,  A.P, vide Sl.
No. 26 on dated  27/01/2026.

Henceforth, I shall be
known as Sri Gekir Ori for
all purposes.

AFFIDAVIT
I, Smti. Ania Dulom, D/o
Late Tara Miji, do hereby
declared vide an affidavit
made before the Execu-
tive Magistrate, Daporijo,
Upper Subansiri District
A.P. vide Sl.No. 3463 on
dated 17.06.2015 that
Smti. Ania Dulom & Smti.
Jomu Miji is one and
same person.

NOTICE
The Lucky Draw-2026, in aid
of USIG Fund Raising Org. by
Upper Subansiri Intellectual
Group, Daporijo the draw
date has been extended
to 20-05-2026, due to un-
avoidable circumstances.
Venue, Time & Prizes remain
same. Inconvenience is
highly regretted.

Sd/-
Org. Chairman

7085646922, 6909765945

AFFIDAVIT
I, Shri Damli Dulom,
S/o Late Tadam Dulom,
do hereby declared vide
an affidavit made before
the  Executive Magistrate,
Daporijo,  Upper Suban-
siri District,  A.P vide
Sl. No. 3462 on dated
17.06.2015 that Shri
Damli Dulom & Mali
Dulom is one and same
person.

ARUNACHAL PRADESH
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

ITANAGAR
No.LA/Leg-1/2026                  Dated, Itanagar, the 17th February, 2026

NOTIFICATION
The following order of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, issued on

12th February, 2026 is published for general information.
"ORDER

In exercise of the powers conferred by the sub-clause (a) of clause (2) of
Article 174 of the Constitution of India, I, Lt Gen K T Parnaik, PVSM, UYSM,
YSM (Retd.), Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, do hereby approve the
prorogation of the Fifth Session of the Eighth Legislative Assembly of
Arunachal Pradesh at the conclusion of its sitting on 5th February, 2026
(Thursday).

Lt  Gen K T Parnaik,
PVSM, UYSM, YSM (Retd.)"

Sd/-
T. Meena
Secretary,

Legislative Assembly,
Arunachal Pradesh, ItanagarDIPR/ARN/007845/2025

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
ITANAGAR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

ITANAGAR
File No.IMC/LAW-30/2023-24/7067-75                 Dated Itanagar, the 17th Feb 2026

NOTIFICATION
In exercise of the powers conferred under Article 8 of the Itanagar Municipal

Corporation (Grant of Trading License for use and storage of Articles in premises)
Bye- Laws, 2024, the I Shri Kego Jilen (APCS) Commissioner, Itanagar Municipal
Corporation, is pleased to notify the inclusion of the following additional trade items
along with its rates in the official trade list of the Itanagar Municipal Corporation for
the purpose of issuance, regulation, and renewal of Trade Licences within the juris-
diction of IMC.

The following trade items are hereby added to the Schedule of Approved Trades:
SL. NO TRADE  ITEMS INITIAL RATE RENEWAL
1. Dental Equipment's & Materials 3000/- 1500/-
2. Skill Development & Training Centre 2000/- 1000/-
3. Holistic Healing Centre 3000/- 1500/-
4. Honey Production 4000/- 2000/-
5. Mushroom Farming 2500/- 1250/-
6. Local Pickle Product & Packing 2500/- 1250/-
7. Ceramic (Pots & Decorative Items) 3000/- 1500/-
8. Nursery Tools & Equipment 2500/- 1250/-
9. Resin Material And Product 2500/- 1250/-
10. Private Children Park 3500/- 1750/-
11. Private Parking Lodge 3000/- 1500/-
12. Commercial Swimming Pool 4500/- 2250/-
13. Commercial Picnic Spot 5000/- 2500/-
14. Moblie Reparing Shop 3000/- 1500/-
15. Meditation/ Relaxation Centre 3000/- 1500/-
16. Coffee Cafe 3000/- 1500/-
17. Ayurvedic & Naturopathy Clinic 4000/- 2000/-
18. MICE (Meeting, Incentives, 6000/- 3000/-

Conferences  & Exhibitions) Facilities
19. Motel/Budge Accommodation/ 3000/- 1500/-

Roadside Lodging Facilities
These trade items shall be subject to such conditions, fee structure, documen-

tation requirements, and regulatory compliance as prescribed under the relevant
provisions of the Itanagar Municipal Corporation (Grant of Trading License for use
and storage of Articles in premises) Bye-Laws, 2024 and other applicable laws.

This Notification shall come into force with immediate effect from the date of its
publication.

Sd/-
(Kego Jilen) APCS

Commissioner, IMC
Itanagar Municipal Corporation

Itanagar

IMC

DIPR/ARN-7863/2025

DADAM, 19 Feb: The
Khonsa Battalion of the
Assam Rifles (AR) organised
a comprehensive medical
camp at Dadam village in Tirap
district on Thursday under its
Operation Sadbhavana.

The initiative aimed at
improving access to pri-
mary healthcare services in
the region and promoting
overall wellbeing among the
local populace.

During the camp, a wide
range of essential medical
services were provided, in-

cluding general health exami-
nations, eye check-ups, phy-
sician consultations, screen-
ing for blood pressure and
blood sugar levels, as well as
physiotherapy assistance.

The medical outreach
witnessed encouraging
participation and benefitted
315 villagers through OPD
consultations.

The initiative significantly
addressed immediate
healthcare needs in an area
with limited medical infrastruc-
ture, while also strengthening

the enduring bond of trust, co-
operation, and goodwill be-
tween the security forces and
the local community.

The Khonsa Battalion
ensured the smooth con-
duct of the camp with com-
prehensive medical support
and expressed sincere ap-
preciation to the dedicated
medical professionals, vol-
unteers, sponsors, and
members of the local com-
munity whose collective ef-
forts contributed to the suc-
cess of the event.(DIPRO)

Mumbai City edge Chennaiyin to secure three points Pilot seeks apology from
Rijiju on Gandhi remark
MUMBAI, 19 Feb: Congress
leader Sachin Pilot on Thurs-
day hit out at union minister
Kiren Rijiju for passing a
"disrespectful and inappro-
priate" remark against Rahul
Gandhi, and asked him to
apologise for it.

He was answering a
query regarding Rijiju's re-
ported statement in which
he described Gandhi as the
"most dangerous person"
for India's security, and a
purported video of a man
claiming to be from Karni
Sena issuing death threats
to the Congress leader.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Pilot said,
"When ordinary journalists
criticise the government,
they face FIRs and jail. But
when threats are issued
against the leader of the op-
position in the Lok Sabha
(Rahul Gandhi), there is si-
lence. This shows the gov-
ernment's intention. LoP is a
constitutional position. To
describe him as a security
threat is inappropriate and
disrespectful. Even as such
open threats are being made,
the government is not tak-
ing any action."

"The statement (against
Gandhi) should be with-
drawn and an apology
should be issued," the Con-
gress general secretary
said, adding that it is the job
of the LoP to seek account-
ability from the government
and ask questions.

To a query on the plane
crash in which Maharashtra
deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar was killed on 28 Janu-
ary, Pilot said, "I do not want
to speculate. There should
be a transparent, time-bound
inquiry. If there are doubts,
a high-level investigation
should clarify facts."

When asked about the
demand for leadership
change in the opposition
INDIA bloc, he said, "Lead-
ership decisions are internal
matters. The alliance worked
remarkably well in the last
Lok Sabha election. The gap
in numbers between the IN-
DIA bloc and the NDA was
not very wide. We are work-
ing together strongly and
will continue to do so."

The Congress has been
helming the INDIA bloc, a
coalition of opposition par-
ties formed before the 2024
Lok Sabha elections to
counter the ruling BJP-led
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA). However, voic-
es from disgruntled

Congress members and
those associated with the
UPA dispensation suggest-
ed that the leadership of the
opposition alliance should
be given to West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee or Tamil Nadu CM
MK Stalin. (PTI)

Afghanistan crush Canada by 82 runs to bow out on a high

MUMBAI, 19 Feb: Mumbai
City FC began their Indian
Super League season on a
winning note, edging past
Chennaiyin FC 1-0 at the
Mumbai Football Arena
here on Thursday.

A tightly-contested en-
counter was decided by an
own goal in the 48th minute
by Pritam Kotal as the Is-
landers secured all three
points.

Neither team could cre-
ate much flow in the match
as they cancelled each other
out in the midfield. Chances
were at a premium in the first
half as the attackers found
it difficult to break the op-
position defence.

Jorge Pereyra Díaz
forced a fine save out of

Mohammad Nawaz after he
was played through by
Jorge Ortiz. Minutes later,
Brandon Fernandes found
Lallianzuala Chhangte at the
far post. The forward laid
the ball on the path of Ortiz
but the Spaniard’s effort
only found the goalkeeper.

Chennaiyin relied on
long balls with Irfan Yadwad
and new signing Iñigo
Martín as the target men,
but they were well marked
by the Mumbai City de-
fence. The away side earned
five corner kicks in the first
half but did not trouble
Phurba Lachenpa in the
Mumbai goal.

The Chennaiyin
wingers were sending in
crosses which were a regu-

larity throughout the match,
but the opposition defence
were alert to the danger with
Valpuia making two crucial
clearances at the back post.

The Islanders started
the second half with more
intent, earning an early cor-
ner. The early pressure led
to them taking the lead after
four minutes of the restart.
Joni Kauko’s attempted
cross, which was aimed for
Pereyra Díaz in the box, took
a huge deflection off Pritam
Kotal and found the target,
wrong-footing Mohammad
Nawaz in goal.

Chennaiyin kept pos-
session after trailing in the
match, but the pattern of
their attack remained the
same, using their wide play-

ers to whip in crosses into
the box. Mumbai City's de-
fence maintained their
shape and ensured the op-
position forwards did not
create any clear-cut
chances.

Chennaiyin earned a to-
tal of 15 corner kicks, in-
cluding four back-to-back
but were not able to capital-
ise. The closest they came
to scoring was when
Mandar Rao Dessai could
not get a proper connection
after an initial corner kick
was recycled into the box
during the dying stages of
the match.

In the end, Mumbai
City held on to their slen-
der lead to secure all three
points. (PTI)

CHENNAI, Feb 19: Ibrahim
Zadran struck a fluent un-
beaten 95 while Mohammed
Nabi took four wickets for
just seven runs as Afghani-
stan signed off from the T20
World Cup with a compre-
hensive 82-run victory over
Canada, here Thursday.

Canada signed off with-
out a win from the tourna-
ment while Afghanistan had
their second win. The
Rashid-Khan led side was
clearly the better team and
had it won the cliffhanger
against South Africa, the
side would have avoided an
early elimination.

In a battle of pride be-
tween two already-elimi-
nated sides, Afghanistan
rode on a blazing unbeaten
knock from Zadran to post
a formidable 200 for four and
then restricted Canada to
118 for 8 to seal an emphatic
win.

With both teams aiming
to return home on a high, Af-
ghanistan produced a com-
manding batting effort after
being sent in to bat.

Canada’s chase never
really gathered momentum
after captain Dilpreet
Bajwa’s brief 13 off seven
ended in the third over.

They slipped to 33 for
three inside six overs, with
Mohammad Nabi striking
crucial blows, including the
wickets of Yuvraj Samra (17)
and Nicholas Kirton (10).

Off-spinner Mujeeb Ur

Rahman removed Bajwa,
while Azmatullah Omarzai
accounted for Navneet
Dhaliwal as Afghanistan
tightened the screws early.

Harsh Thaker (30) and
Saad Bin Zafar (28) at-
tempted a repair job with a
53-run stand for the sixth
wicket, but Afghanistan’s
spin duo ensured there was
no comeback.

Nabi returned remark-
able figures of 4 for 7 in four
overs, while skipper Rashid
Khan chipped in with two
wickets.

With wickets falling at
regular intervals and the re-
quired run rate soaring,
Canada folded meekly to
hand Afghanistan a com-
prehensive win to close
their campaign.

Earlier, Zadran rode on
a spilled catch to punish the
Canada bowlers with seven
fours and five sixes, leading
Afghanistan to a big total.

Rahmanullah Gurbaz be-
gan cautiously but sur-
vived an early scare when
he was dropped by
wicketkeeper Shreyas
Movva off pacer Dilon
Heyliger in the second over.

It took Gurbaz (30 off 20)
a few deliveries to measure
the surface before he un-
furled a flurry of crisp bound-
aries. However, just when he
looked set, Jaskaran Singh
had him caught at deep point
in the sixth over.

Jaskaran struck again
three balls later, trapping the
dangerous Gulbadin Naib
lbw for one, briefly pegging

Afghanistan back at 49 for
two.

Thereafter, Zadran took
charge.

The right-hander en-
sured the run-rate never
dipped, striking freely
against both pace and spin.
Alongside Sediqullah Atal
(44 off 32), he stitched a flu-
ent 95-run stand for the third
wicket, with the duo particu-
larly severe on the spinners.

Sadran was fortunate on
54 when Kaleem Sana spilled
a chance off left-arm spinner
Ansh Patel. Canada’s field-
ing lapses hurt them dearly,
and Afghanistan capitalised
with sharp running between
the wickets.

Jaskaran eventually
broke the stand, inducing
Atal to hole out in the deep,
but Zadran carried on
unfazed. He struck seven
fours and five sixes in his
56-ball knock, narrowly
missing out on a deserved
hundred.

Late cameos from
Azmatullah Omarzai (13 off
7) and Darwish Rasooli (4
not out) helped Afghani-
stan finish strongly at ex-
actly 10 runs per over.

For Canada, Jaskaran (3/
52) was the lone bright spot
with the ball, but their indif-
ferent fielding and inability
to contain Zadran meant
they faced a stiff chase in a
match that offered little be-
yond pride but plenty of
competitive intent. (PTI)

CANBERRA, 19 Feb: A
record opening stand be-
tween Georgia Voll and Beth
Mooney paved the way for
Australia to level a three-
match T20I series with a 19-
run victory against India in
the second match here on
Thursday.

Voll and Mooney added
128 runs for the first wicket
to register Australia’s high-
est opening stand against
India in T20Is, with the hosts
posting 163 for 5.

India, despite making a
sparkling start to the chase,
crumbled in the end to fin-
ish at 144 for nine. Ashleigh
Gardner claimed 3/22, while
Kim Garth, Annabel
Sutherland and Australia
captain Sophie Molineux
took two wickets each.

The series-deciding third
T20I will be played at the
Adelaide Oval on Saturday.

India were 65/1 in the
ninth over when their slide
began as the visitors lost six
wickets for seven runs to-
wards the end.

India were off the blocks
quickly as Shafali Verma’s
early fireworks was followed
by Smriti Mandhana open-
ing up. The two Indian
openers put on 54 in the
powerplay to put the team
on track of the chase.

But Molineux applied
the brakes when she pinned
Shafali leg-before for a 23-
ball 29 (5 fours) and Gardner
got the key wicket of

Jemimah Rodrigues (4).
India’s run-rate slowed

down with the two consecu-
tive wickets and a third fol-
lowed soon when
Mandhana was caught
sharply down the leg by
Mooney off Garth.

With India struggling at
71 for three, skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur (30) and
Richa Ghosh (19) joined
forces and did well to add 55
runs for the fourth wicket.

However, the asking
rate kept moving up which
in turn forced the Indians
to take unwanted risks.
Harmanpreet was caught by
her counterpart Molineux
off Garth on the
penultimate ball of the 17th
over at extra cover, and three
balls later, Ghosh was
stumped off Gardner.

India’s hopes suffered
another big blow when
Gardner had Deepti Sharma

(0) caught by Sutherland in
the 18th over, with India
slipping to 128 for six.

Earlier, Voll (88) and
Mooney (46) recorded the
best-ever opening partner-
ship for Australia of 128 runs
against India as the hosts
posted 163 for five.

Arundhati Reddy, who
saw a catch being dropped
off her final ball in the in-
nings off Ashleigh Gardner
(10 not out), once again de-
livered the goods dismiss-
ing both the Australian
openers to return 4-0-30-2.

Voll and Mooney bet-
tered the first-wicket stand in
women's T20Is for Australia
against India, which was of
115 runs set by the pair of
Alyssa Healy and Mooney
in March 2020 at Melbourne.

With the right-handed
Voll taking charge of the
scoring from the word go,
the senior pro Mooney

played a perfect second
fiddle but missed her mile-
stone by a narrow margin.

Voll made the most of
some wayward bowling
from Indians to strike 11
fours and one six, scoring
88 off only 57 balls. She
picked gaps with precision
and displayed an array of
strokes on either side of the
wickets to get her runs.

Mooney was caught at
mid-on by Shafali Verma off
Arundhati on the
penultimate ball of the 15th
over. The left-handed open-
ing batter struck four fours
during her 39-ball knock for
46 runs.

Brief Scores: Australia
Women 163 for 5 in 20 overs
(Georgia Voll 88, Beth
Mooney 46; Arundhati
Reddy 2/30) beat India
Women 144/9 Harmanpreet
Kaur 36; Ashleigh Gardner
3/22) by 19 runs. (PTI)

All-round Australia defeat India by 19 runs
in 2nd match to level women’s T20I series
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Awareness prog on drug
abuse, HIV transmission held

GOVT. OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICER

LEPARADA DISTRICT, BASAR
No. LRD/DMO/DEV/DDAC-1/ATF/2025-26             Dated Basar the 11th Feb 2026

RE-ADVERTISEMENT (Walk-in-Interview)
In continuation to earlier Advertisement No. LRD/DMO/DEV/DDAC-1/ATF/2025-26 dated Basar the

14th Oct 2025, the District Health Society (DHS) Leparada District invites applications from citizens of India
for filling up of the following posts, willing to work on Mission Mode for engagement on purely contractual
basis as per TOR and NHM norms under Addiction Treatment Facilities centre, TBDH Basar, Leparada
District, initially up to 31/03/2026, extendable subject to continuation of the scheme and satisfactory
performance of the appointee.
Sl No Name of Essential Qualification No. of Remuneration Remarks

the Post Vacancies Per Month
1 Medical MBBS from a recognized institution 01 Rs. 60,000.00

Officer along with Medical Council
Registration (Preferable MD or
Equivalent qualification in psychiatry)

1. Recruitment Timeline
      ACTIVITY DATE Remarks
Last date of Receipt of Application 27.02.2026
Scrutiny of Applications 02.03.2026
Short listing of Eligible candidates (after scrutiny) 03.03.2026
Date of Interview 06.03.2026
Venue:- Conference Hall DMO Office,

Leparada District Basar
Time:- 9.00 onwards
Declaration of results 07.03.2026

2. HOW TO APPLY
3. Application with relevant documents should be addressed to DMO Leparada District Basar, Arunachal

Pradesh. List of documents to be submitted is given in application for each post.
Application with incomplete and non-self-attested document will be rejected.

4. Application form can be obtained from office of the District Medical Officer, Leparada District, Basar on all
working days from 10 am to 4 pm from 11th February 2026 to 27th Feb 2026 at the rate of Rs100/- per form.

4.   Important Instructions
i. Candidates must bring original certificate at the time of interview.
ii. Registration Timing: 9.00 to 10.00 AM on 6th March 2026 (Friday) followed by interview.
iii. No TA/DA will be provided for attending the interview.
iv. Canvassing in any form will lead to Disqualification.
v. The District Selection Board reserves the right to reject any or all application without assigning

reasons. Merely qualification does not guarantee short listing.
vi. For any information may contact Recruitment Incharge - Mobile no: 7630823788 during office hours

from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.
Sd/- (Himani Meena) IAS

Deputy Commissioner
Leparada District (A.P.)

E-mail:
dmoleparada2020@gmail.com

DMO

DIPR/ARN/007854/2025

Correspondent
RUKSIN, 19 Feb: The Ali-
Aye-Ligang celebration
committee of Oyan village
conducted an awareness
programme on 'Drug abuse
and HIV transmission' at the
Oiram Bori cultural complex
in East Siang district re-
cently.

Attending the
programme, the state's ICTC
counsellor-cum-Mrs Asia
International-Mrs India and
Mrs Arunachal Koj Baya
urged youths and adults
not to adopt unsafe physi-
cal relations with unknown
persons and avoid drug in-
take using syringes. She
also exhorted youths to take
care of their physical and
mental health and work for
nation-building.

Stating that most cases
of HIV infection are trans-

mitted through unsafe
sexual relations, Baya said
that every citizen should
shoulder the responsibil-
ity to eradicate drug abuse
and keep the society free
from the transmission of
the HIV virus.

The programme was a
part of the three-day Ali-
Aye-Ligang celebration
organised at Oyan, which
showcased traditional
practices of the Mising
tribe living in the North-
eastern region.

The spring festival is
celebrated to mark the be-
ginning of the sowing of
sali seeds by performing
traditional rituals with
prayers to Kiine-Nane (god-
dess) for a bumper harvest
and wellbeing of the
community'speople and
their domestic animals.

OIL's CSR project 'Rupantar' empowers communities
DULIAJAN, 19 Feb: Oil India Limited (OIL), under its flagship
CSR initiative 'Project Rupantar', organised its annual material
and financial disbursement programme at the OIL's CSR Ac-
tivity Complex in Tipling here in Assam on Thursday.

Duliajan MLA Terash Gowalla, OIL Director (HR) Dr
Ankur Baruah, OIL RCE Binayananda Bharali and project
beneficiaries, among others, attended the programme.

Christened 'Rupantar', the flagship CSR project of the
OIL is an award-winning livelihood intervention that has
supported 5,392 self-help groups (SHGs) and joint liability
groups (JLGs), impacting 32,079 families through skill de-
velopment, management training, financial assistance and
material inputs, since its inception in 2008-09.

Continuing this legacy, the OIL has extended its support
to 288 JLGs, benefiting 1,279 families in the 2025-26 fiscal year.

In addition to the distribution programme, an exhibition
was organised to showcase the value-added products cre-
ated by successful weaving clusters operating under
'Rupantar'.

Workshop on research paper writing
LEKHI, 19 Feb: A workshop on 'Effective research paper writing
and its importance' was organised by the Arunoday University's
research & development department here on Wednesday.

The programme aimed to enhance the research writing
skills of faculty members and postgraduate students, while
promoting quality publications and ethical research practices.

In his inaugural address, Prof NV Sangvikar highlighted
the critical role of research in academic growth, innovation,
and institutional excellence. He stressed that effective re-
search writing is not merely about publication but about con-
tributing meaningful knowledge to society. He encouraged
the participants to focus on originality, clarity of thought,
methodological rigour, and ethical standards in research.

The technical sessions were conducted by RGU Politi-
cal Science Associate Professor Dr Punyo Yarang, and RGU
Commerce Associate Professor Dr Devi Baruah.

Dr Yarang elaborated the structure of a research paper,
formulation of research problems, literature review tech-
niques, research methodology, and manuscript preparation.
She provided practical guidance on organising ideas sys-
tematically and presenting findings effectively.

Dr Baruah delivered an insightful session on publica-
tion ethics, plagiarism awareness, journal selection strate-
gies, and identifying predatory journals. She also guided
participants on referencing styles, peer-review processes,
and improving the acceptance rate of research papers.

Legal awareness-cum-anti-drugs
awareness campaign

DAPORIJO, 19 Feb: A mega legal awareness programme-
cum-anti-drugs awareness campaign was conducted here
in Upper Subansiri district recently, wherein over 506 par-
ticipants, including gaon buras/buris, self-help groups,
vendors, teachers and students from various schools
took part.

It was organised by the Arunachal Pradesh State Le-
gal Services Authority (APSLSA), in collaboration with
the Upper Subansiri District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) and the Upper Subansiri District Law Students'
Union, under the aegis of the National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA), to sensitise the people of the dis-
trict to various mandated scheme and programmes of the
NALSA, and other government welfare schemes for the
marginalised people.

During the programme, Chief Judicial
MagistrateNarang Laji spoke about constitutional rights,
free legal services to the citizens, especially marginalised
people, guaranteed under the Constitution, and the Le-
gal Service Authorities Act, 1987, while ADC B Sorum
urged the GBs to know their constitutional rights.

APSLSA Member Secretary Yomgo Ado highlighted
the roles and functions of the SLSA and the DLSA, and
the right and entitlement to free legal services by the
weaker sections of society. Advocates Mian Bui, Kani
Nada Maling, Lukmar Digbak and Iken Ado spoke on
topics like women protection laws, juvenile justice, con-
sumer protection, tribal rights, drug abuse eradication,
FIR and bail procedures, POCSO Act, lok adalat, senior
citizens' rights, fundamental rights and duties, MACT
claims, marriage registration, NALSA (Legal Services to
Victim of Acid Attack) Scheme, 2016, rights of persons
with mental illness and disabilities, etc.

DSP K Ronya and SI J Natung also spoke on the
occasion.

DC flags off running event
YINGKIONG, 19 Feb: Upper Siang Deputy Commissioner
Talo Jerang flagged off the running event of the maiden
edition of the International Military Adventure Challenge
Cup-2026 from the Adventure Village here on Thursday.

The event was organised by the 5 Army Brigade, Aalo
(W/Siang), as part of its efforts to promote adventure
sports, physical endurance, and international coopera-
tion. Two international teams, representing Indonesia and
Nepal, participated in the event.

As per the schedule, the participants participated in
a running segment up to Gossang, followed by a cy-
cling expedition from Gossang to Pugging. The event
showcased resilience, teamwork, and the spirit of ad-
venture while highlighting the scenic landscape of the
region. (DIPRO)


